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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of book published before 1800 in several countries. All these statistics come
from Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, so they actually measure the books per million
people. Also the time scale here is decade, and the number in one decade is averaged over the books of years in that
decade. The graph beside each table shows the total amount of book titles, and the absolute change over time. The x-
axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total amount. Each circle represents a certain decade.
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, the Netherlands, 1500-1680, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D
Frequency: Decade, End of period

, V1, annual

here: https:. nistory.org, xhtmi?persistentid=hdl:10622/A0QMAZ).

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label

1500 8.215 41 1500s
1510 7.612 49 1510s 500 New book titles published in the Netherlands, 1500 to 1680
1520 -18.385 26 1520s
1530 -9.345 13 1530s The war with England brought abouta temporary hiatus in the great rise in publishing that
1540 -0.536 7 occured in the golden age of the Dutch Republic. The rise was more muted afterthe crash of
1550 4.952 12 450 1 Tulip prices in 1637. But afterrising up again in the 1680s, publicationrates rose further,
always cyclically, reaching peaks of 446 a yearin the 1700s; and 571a yearin the 1790s (a
1560 3.072 17 . f PR
time period not shown in this timeline).

1570 25.605 18 1570s
1580 50.689 68 1580s
1590 49.927 119 1590s 2 400 1660s
1600 51.001 168 1600s g
1610 12.170 221 1610s e
1620 -14.694 193 1620s E 350 4
1630 62.892 192 1630s =
1640 83.181 318 1640s £ The increase in new books being published 16405
1650 29.801 358 1650s 5 slowed down in the 1600s and reacheda

2 300 J plateau of about 220 new titles being published
1660 -12.568 378 1660s 5 ayear by the 1610s. This then fellto below 200
1670 8.545 333 1670s @ by the decade that began in 1620, during the
1680 29.430 395 1680s r years in which war with Spain resumed.
1690 25.506 392 1690s g_ 250 i
1700 12.108 446 1700s °

@ 1610s
1710 -26.620 416 1710s ﬁ
1720 42.545 393 1720s 5
1730 89.151 501 1730s 3 200 1

o 30s
1740 17.482 571 1740s 0 1620
1750 -59.528 536 1750s E S 16005 Towards the end of the sixisonth
1760 16.076 452 1760s - owards the end of tl eslxieen(} century

2 150 4 around 50 more books were being
1770 104.963 504 1770s g Very few new books were published each published each decade,compared to the
1780 26.327 662 1780s P yearwhen printing was just beginning. decade before, in what is now the
1790 -20.916 557 1790s E The numberactually fell from the 1510s to 1590s Netherlands for every million people who

- @ ] 1540s as there were many purges on lived there. The population was then

1800 24.058 620 1800s 'g 100 publishers forbeing heritical. approaching 1.5 million people, so that
1810 -59.588 509 1810s = equates to about 7.5more books being
1820 24.360 501 1820s E 1580s published each yearthan the year before.
1830 39.016 557 1830s s 0 1510s

<]
1840 61.147 579 1840s 4 = 1500s
1850 51.894 680 1850s 152
1860 -18.061 683 1860s 5208 lute change: decade before to decade after
1870 45.166 643 1870s 0 per decade (new titles/million people)
1880 -13.966 593 1880s 40 220 0 20 40 60 80 100
1890 58.749 615 1890s
1900 60.800 710 1900s
1910 7.706 737 1910s
1920 44.508 725 1920s
1930 -17.047 826 1930s
1940 22.753 691 1940s
1950 193.733 872 1950s
1960 439.982 1079 1960s
1970 809.119 1752 1970s
1980 733.844 2697 1980s
1990 57.153 3219 1990s
2000 -407.867 2811 2000s
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, UK, 1500-1700, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D , V1, annual esti here: https: ialhistory.org xhtmi?persistentld=hdI:10622/A0QMAZ).
Frequency: Decade, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label
1500 2.859 9 1500s
1510 3.452 12 350 New book titles published in the UK, 1500 to 1700
1520 3.903 16 1680s
1530 5.530 20
1540 3.708 27
1550 0.869 27 1690s The period form 1688 to 1707
1560 5.817 29 300 | was especially turbulantin
1570 8.682 39 British History. The Dutch
1580 4.937 46 m’fﬂfﬁ:ﬁgs:x: rlsglsuit?on
1:38 3;32 gg %. An‘d ?rilqin vya:;%r;ned with the

B act of union in .
1610 5.730 64 g
1620 4.802 71 1620s 5 250 1700s 1
1630 85.900 74 1630s = 1670s
1640 50.082 243 1640s £
1650 -33.083 174 1650s g
1660 30.949 177 1660s .
1670 77.040 236 1670s 3 200 1
1680 32.346 331 1680s r

@ 1650s,

1690 -37.429 301 1690s o
1700 28.232 256 1700s 2
1710 -42.548 244 1710s ﬁ . o X
1720 -35.002 171 1720s = 150 4 The slowdown in publlsﬁlryg in Epgland dunpg
1730 0.100 174 1730s 3 :m\ifalfgtfh1eelgil1()§405|nC|dedW|th the English
1740 0.683 171 1740s 0
1750 8.360 176 1750s g
1760 1.607 188 1760s b
1770 5.322 179 1770s ; 100 1
1780 33.732 198 1780s P
1790 -48.044 246 1790s E 1620s
1800 -82.071 102 1800s 2 1630s
1810 -15.904 82 1810s g
1820 0.321 71 1820s € 50 {
1830 8.204 82 1830s 8
1840 12.828 87 1840s |2
1850 4.552 107 1850s 5
1860 3.941 96 1860s Absolute change: decade before to decade after
1870 11.123 99 1870s 0 . . . per'decade (new 'titleslmillion p'eople)
1880 20.182 18 1880s 60 -40 20 0 20 40 60 80 100
1890 22.863 140 1890s
1900 9.806 164 1900s
1910 22.321 159 1910s
1920 40.097 209 1920s
1930 2.560 240 1930s
1940 15.422 214 1940s
1950 147.427 270 1950s
1960 394.580 509 1960s
1970 177.031 1060 1970s
1980 118.171 863 1980s
1990 453.615 1296 1990s

2000 474 1770 2000s
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, Germany, 1500-1700, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D , V1, annual esti here: https:. ialhistory.org xhtmi?persistentld=hdI:10622/A0QMAZ).
Frequency: Decade, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label
1500 2.194 17 1500s
1510 15.773 19 1510s 140 New book titles published in Germany, 1500 to 1700 _
1520 17.039 48 1520s
1530 0.006 53 1530s
1540 -3.869 48 1540s
1550 4.554 45 1550s 1610s 1740
1560 7.268 57 1560s
1570 9.786 60 1570s 120
1580 20.231 7 1580s
1590 17.656 100 1590s 2
1600 11.002 112 1600s g
1610 -15.184 122 1610s Q
1620 40.187 82 1620s g 100
1630 -17.469 42 1630s = The new books published permillion people in
a7 E Semany nerezsed curpa e 16 centuy, bt saw
1650 22.222 66 1650s g was the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) period. After
1660 25.549 91 1660s 5 1620s the war, the publishing grew again.
1670 12.475 17 1670s o 80
1680 0.489 116 1680s T
1690 2.448 118 1690s %’.
1700 0.052 121 1700s ]
1710 1.632 118 1710s 2 16505
1720 -0.095 118 1720s 35 60
1730 -0.920 118 1730s g_
1740 2.980 116 1740s 0
1750 -10.140 124 1750s g
1760 -3.313 96 1760s -
1770 21.576 117 1770s ; 40
1780 18.390 139 1780s P
1790 7.328 154 1790s ° Zﬁ:;‘:;‘r“ rom
1800 -0.070 154 1800s é the the 1510s

5 onwards

‘_i 20 1 1510s

£

L

Absolute change: decade before to decade after
0 per dec'ade (new title'slmillion peop!e) . . . ,

-50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0 10 20 30
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, France, 1500-1700, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D , V1, annual esti here: https:. ialhistory.org xhtmi?persistentld=hdI:10622/A0QMAZ).
Frequency: Decade, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label
1500 21.442 27 1500s
1510 7.697 48 1510s 120 New book titles published in France, 1500 to 1700
1520 5.629 42 1520s
1530 20.781 59 1530s By the 1660s France was seen as being
1540 13.522 84 1540s one of the domanant powers of Europe,
1550 -12.677 86 1550s due to its miltary victories.
1560 -19.522 58 1560s 1660s
1570 -1.335 47 1570s
1580 -5.984 56 1580s 100 1640s
1590 0.816 35 1590s 2
1600 21.494 57 1600s g
1610 7.525 78 1610s Q
1620 -3.588 72 1620s g
1630 11.990 71 1630s = 80
1640 9.098 96 1640s £
1650 2629 89 1650s g
1660 2.828 102 1660s .
1670 -5.143 95 1670s 3
1680 -3.673 91 1680s r
1690 -10.942 88 1690s %’. 60
1700 -11.203 69 1700s k- 1600s
1710 -0.965 65 1710s -5 1560s
1720 3.158 67 1720s 35
1730 2.223 72 1730s g_
1740 12.768 72 1740s w The French wars of religion
1750 14.132 97 1750s g 40 began in the 1560s. The St
1760 11.083 100 1760s = Bartholomews day
E3 massacre of 1572 saw the
1770 19.583 119 1770s g Hugenot's flee France.
1780 14.940 139 1780s - 1500s
1790 -16.282 149 1790s »
1800 42 477 107 1800s g
g 20 p
c
=
L
Absolute change: decade before to decade after
0 per decade (new titles/million people)

-25 -20 -15 -10 -5 0 5 10 15 20 25
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, US, 1700-1800, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D , V1, annual esti here: https: ialhistory.org xhtmi?persistentld=hdI:10622/A0QMAZ).
Frequency: Decade, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label
1700 3.010 58.45 1700s
1710 9.333 61.46 1710s 350 New book titles published in US, 1700 to 1800
1720 -0.082 7711 1720s
1730 2.489 61.30 1730s
1740 8.365 82.09 1740s
1750 9.660 78.03 1750s
1760 35.638 101.41 1760s 300
1770 11.523 149.30 1770s 1
1780 41.051 124.46 1780s
1790 95.002 231.40 1790s %
1800 83.058 314.46 1800s g The American Revolution occurred
Q. between 1765 and 1783, defeating
5 250 1 the British. The Constitution of the
= United States was published in 1787.
E During the subsequent years, state
- after state formally joined the union. 90s
@
-3
=
3 200 E
>
o
@
Q
g American war of Independence
<
[
5 150
3
Q
»
2
=
=
H
2 100
S
5 1720s
E
5 1730
£ 50
£
L
Absolute ct decade before to decade after, per decade (new titles/million people)
0 r T T T T T T
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Number of new book titles published and its absolute change, Russia, 1700-1800, (new titles per million people)

Source: ‘Our World in data’: https://ourworldindata.org/books (which in tum was based in turn on Jonathan Fink-Jensen’s 2015 dataset: "Book Titles per Capita”, http:/hdl.handle.net/10622/A0OQMAZ, IISH D , V1, annual esti here: https:. ialhistory.org xhtmi?persistentld=hdI:10622/A0QMAZ).
Frequency: Decade, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (new titles per million people)  Total (new titles per million people) Label
1700 -0.018 0.15 1700s
1710 0.297 0.14 1710s 9 New book titles published in Russia, 1700 to 1800
1720 0.693 0.75 1720s
1730 0.398 1.52 1730s 1780
1740 -0.100 1.55 1740s s
1750 1.790 1.32 1750s 8
1760 2.536 5.12 1760s
1770 1.550 6.39 1770s
1780 0.570 8.22 1780s
790s
1790 0.818 7.53 1790s 2 7
1800 -0.945 6.59 1800s g
Q 1800s
3
§ Catherine the Great,
E 6 Empress of Russia
- 1762-96, took partin
2 many wars.
=
g By 1750, the Russian
> 5 Empire stretched fromthe 174o
5 Baltic sea to the Pacific, s
2 butbook production is still
° very low.
2
e 4
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3
o
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H
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c
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L
Absolute change: decade before to decade after
0 per decade (new titles/million people)
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